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The Second Adam is another chapter that I cut from my book, Escape From Paganism, How a Roman 
Catholic Can Be Saved, prior to publication. This chapter begins by comparing the role of Jesus Christ as 
the Son of Man (Second Adam) with that of the story written by Mark Twain entitled "The Prince and 
The Pauper. 

I hope you find the information in this chapter useful and interesting. Should you have any comments 
you may contact me through my website www.escapefrompaganism.com 
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The Prince 

The Second Adam 

Have you ever heard of the story, "The Prince and the Pauper?" The author was Mark Twain. 

The setting was 16 th Century England during the reign of Henry VIII. The heir apparent to his crown was 
the boy, Prince Edward. The prince made friends with another boy, who was a pauper. They decided to 
change roles, the prince becoming the pauper and the pauper becoming the prince. 

The switch did not work so well for the prince. The pauper's father was a tyrant and life for the prince 
miserable. 

For the pauper, things went well, much better than the prince liked. Henry VIM died and the pauper was 
about to be coroneted king. This would have left the prince in the clutches of the pauper's father and 
without the glories of being king. 

Edward tried, desperately, to regain recognition and is imprisoned. The pauper even pressed to get 
everyone to listen to the prince's claims, but only when the prince showed others where he had hidden 
the royal seal did they listen and restore to him the crown and then all lived happily ever after. 

Mark Twain could have taken his plot for this story direct from the Bible. Consider— 

Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, who, although He existed in the form of 
God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a 
bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled 
Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. For this reason also, God 
highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, so that at the name of 
Jesus every knee will bow, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and that every 
tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

Philippians 2:5-11 

Let's take the above passage apart item by item. You will see, I think, that the story of the Prince and 
the Pauper is in it. In this chapter we will examine the Prince, the next the Pauper. 

1. The Prince is Christ Jesus 

a. Existed in the form of God 

b. Did not cling to His equality with God 

c. Emptied Himself 

d. Became a Bond Servant - this means slave, worse than being a free pauper 

i. The slave is man 

2. Appearing as man 

a. He humbled Himself 

i. Obedient to point of Death 

1. Death on a cross (a real disgrace - nothing was more disgraceful than to be put 
to death on a cross. 

3. But God exalted Him (The Prince returned to His throne) 

a. He received a name above EVERY name 
i. At the name of Jesus 

1. Every knee will bow 



a. Those in Heaven 

b. Those on earth 

c. Those under the earth 

2. every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
ii. to the glory of God the Father 

A lot is said here, Christ Jesus, who is God, gave up His Godly attributes to become a man and die a disgraceful 
death, but He is rewarded with a great name at which ALL men will bow to Him and confess Him as Lord. 
Obviously, then, He arose from the dead. His activities, also, accrue to God's glory. 

What is this all about? Our Prince became a pauper then through a path that caused both His death and 
resurrection returned to His "Princedom", but why? 

Adam the First revolted against God's Word and plunged the whole human race into poverty of sin and death. 
They became destitute of hope, were possessed of anquish and pain, rather than joy. Instead of life, all of Adam's 
posterity were taken captive by the powers of Sin and Death. 

Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death spread 
to all men, because all sinned— 

Romans 5:12 

For as through the one man's disobedience the many were made sinners, even so through the obedience 
of the One the many will be made righteous. 

Romans 5:19 

One man caused the problem, (Adam 1 st ) through Sin, and one man,( Adam 2 n , the second Adam) through 
obedience brings many to righteousness. Not all, but many. One sinned unto death, the other, our Prince, obeyed 
unto death. One brings about sin and death to all, the other, righteousness to many. The one bringing 
righteousness to many is our Prince who became a Pauper. Let's look at this story in perhaps a different 
perspective than you have looked at it before. 

The purpose of the Second Adam - the Paupered Prince . 

We will start in an orthodox fashion with the angel's announcement to Mary. 

Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city in Galilee called Nazareth, 

to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the descendants of David; and the virgin's name 

was Mary. 

31 "And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name Him Jesus. 32 "He 
will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His 
father David; 33 and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and His kingdom will have no end." 

37 "For nothing will be impossible with God." 

These verses have been cut out of Luke 1:26 - 38. The purpose is to point out just these things - 

1. Mary is to bear a son named Jesus. The name means "God is Salvation." 

2. This son is the Son of the Most High. This means He is the Son of God - and, therefore, God The Son. This 
is the same thing related in John 1:1 

3. This son will receive the Throne of His father David. For one thing this labels Jesus as man. So here we 
see that He is both God and Man. 



4. He will be King over Israel forever without end. In this pronouncement you see the covenants and the Old 
Testament prophesies merging. Israel is not forgotten - all of both will come to pass in the man Christ 
Jesus. 

The Prince becomes a Pauper - 

Therefore, when He comes into the world, He says, "Sacrifice and offering You have not desired, But a body 

YOU HAVE PREPARED FOR ME 

Hebrews 10:5 

The "when He, coming into the world/' is God the Son. He is referring to His eventual death upon the cross with 
the body God the Father has prepared for Him. He has emptied Himself of His heavenly glory. He will walk Israel 
during His earthly ministry, and will be impoverished of life itself, by the very people He came to save, but 
eventually will rule. 

How did God prepare His body? 

The angel answered and said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High 
will overshadow you; and for that reason the holy Child shall be called the Son of God. 

Luke 1: 35 

Jesus, God the Son, Son of Man, is the Second Adam. Born from the womb of a woman, but born in a body 
prepared by God and through the agency of the Holy Spirit. God prepared the body of the first Adam and also the 
Second Adam. He is the Seed of the woman prophesied way back in Genesis 3. He is the Head Crusher of Satan. 
Since His body is prepared in this way, of God and is the Seed of the woman, He is free of the sin nature passed 
down by Adam. 

Let's look at a particular aspect of the birth of the Second Adam. 

Notice, particularly, that Jesus' birth is a work of the Holy Spirit. Jesus is born of the Spirit, born from above. He is 
also born of the woman, natural birth, which is the reference of being born of water. 

From the Gospel of John, Chapter 3 

Now there was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews; this man came to Jesus by 
night and said to Him, "Rabbi, we know that You have come from God as a teacher; for no one can do 
these signs that You do unless God is with him. " Jesus answered and said to him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, 
unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God." 

Nicodemus said to Him, "How can a man be born when he is old? He cannot enter a second time into his 
mother's womb and be born, can he?" Jesus answered, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of 
water and the Spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. "That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and 
that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. "Do not be amazed that I said to you, 'You must be born again.' 
"The wind blows where it wishes and you hear the sound of it, but do not know where it comes from and 
where it is going; so is everyone who is born of the Spirit. " 

This is a very interesting passage. It has interested those that have read it for centuries. Some have 
misinterpreted it a lot, twisting it to show the necessity of water baptism. 



Many have missed what I believe to be a key aspect of these verses - the Second Adam. The MAN, Christ Jesus, is 
included in Christ's description of "unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the Kingdom of 
God" 

That is correct, the MAN, Christ Jesus could not enter into the Kingdom of God unless He could satisfy the 
requirements stipulated here. Again, the requirements are - 

1. To be born of the water 

2. To be born of the Spirit 

3. To be born again ?? Or from above? 

The born again or from above, question is important. The Greek word used (the New Testament was originally 
written in Greek) can be translated either way - again or from above. In fact, depending on the circumstance, 
either can apply. In this instance, it means from above, since Christ's natural and spiritual births were 
simultaneous. In the case of a child originally of Adam I s , (such as either you or me) both "again" and "above" 
would apply, as one's natural birth would already be history, therefore the Spiritual birth (necessarily from above) 
would also be an "again" birth. 

"What about this 'born of water' thing?" you say. "My church says this is water baptism. You are saying that it is 
natural birth. How do I know which is right?" 

Let's analyze the pertinent verses above and see if that would help understanding. Remember, it is imperative to 
understand and believe what God says. Our ancestor, Adam, got us into a whole lot of trouble by not believing 
God's word. 

3 Jesus answered and said to him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the 
kingdom of God." 

John 3:3 

This is the introductory proposition. Nothing here about "water" 

The New Testament was originally, way back when, written in Greek. The Greek word "genia" is used in this verse. 
It is the word from which we get "generation" or "birth," and "regeneration" is a combination of the "born again" 
or "born from above" statement. It means both born again and born from above to a person born in Adam I s . 
The emphasis, though, is on "born from above" You will hear the word "regeneration" a lot when theologians 
discuss the "born again" issue. 

Here is what John 1:13 says - 

who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God 

This verse refers to the WILL of God and Spiritual birth. It is something that is in God's sovereign hands, just like 
the Creation, and God's control of events - to us either history, the present, or the future. All "things" are under 
the control of God. This verse sets the emphasis for what we read in John 3. It is the "spiritual" birth at the Will of 
God or Born from Above. The Born "Again" aspect is purely chronological. 

"Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom of 
God. 



John 3:5 

No mysticism here about "baptism." It is a mere statement of the obvious. So obvious, in fact, as to be frequently 
overlooked. You Have to be born naturally and Spiritually. 

Ask yourself this question, if you were never born naturally, could you be born spiritually? Of course not, as 
without natural birth, you would not exist. That is what this verse is saying, you have to have the "sequence." 

"That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 

John 3:6 

Verse Six explains the whole issue, the water is being born of the flesh (being of mankind), of the Spirit is of God - 
born from above, born of God. 

Consider this example of "born of water." 

My wife was pregnant with our first child. It was bedtime and she had just returned from a baby shower held in 
her honor. As she sat on the edge of the bed, the water bag that protected our son to be, broke. Water gushed 
out onto the bed and floor. This was quite unexpected! I RUSHED my wife frantically to the hospital only to wait 
the next 21 hours for our son to be born. Born of water" refers to "natural" birth. Scripture records that the 
second Adam, Jesus Christ, was born "naturally", as well as Spiritually, therefore born of water. 

What is the effect of being born of the Spirit? The Holy Spirit was involved in the conception of the second Adam. 
The Spirit's involvement did not end there. Here what it says further on in John 3 - 

34 "For He whom God has sent speaks the words of God; for He gives the Spirit without measure. 

God indwelled the second Adam (the man Christ Jesus) with the Holy Spirit before birth. The Spirit is inspiring the 
second Adam with the words of God. As you read the Gospels, you see Jesus speaking the Words of God and doing 
the works of God. The miracles he did are the works of God and they were carried out by the Holy Spirit in Christ. 
In the 40 days of temptation in the wilderness it was the Spirit of God that sanctified the second Adam from sin 
through the proper use of God's Word in response to Satan's lying distortions of it. 

Christ, the man, the second Adam, was tempted by Satan with the "me, myself, and I trinity" - the lust of the flesh, 
the lust of the eyes, and the lust of the flesh. The sanctifying power of the Spirit saw Jesus through the ordeal. 

Remember what got Adam in trouble? It was not believing what God had said. The second Adam was victorious 
by relying upon God's word. Let's look at what the Gospel of Matthew Chapter 4 says about the temptation of the 
second Adam by Satan in the wilderness. 

1 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2 And after He had 
fasted forty days and forty nights, He then became hungry. 3 And the tempter came and said to Him, "If 
You are the Son of God, command that these stones become bread." 4 But He answered and said, "It is 
written, 'Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.' " 
(guoted from Deu 8:3) 

5 Then the devil took Him into the holy city and had Him stand on the pinnacle of the temple, 6 and said 
to Him, "If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down; for it is written, 'He will command His angels 



concerning You'; and 'On their hands they will bear You up, So that You will not strike Your foot against a 
stone.' " (Quoting Psalms 91:11-13) 

7 Jesus said to him, "On the other hand, it is written, 'You shall not put the Lord your God to the test. ' " 
(Deu 6:16) 

8 Again, the devil took Him to a very high mountain and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and 
their glory; 9 and he said to Him, "All these things I will give You, if You fall down and worship me." 

10 Then Jesus said to him, "Go, Satan! For it is written, 'You shall worship the Lord your God, and serve 
Him only.' " Deu 6:13 & 10:20 

. We are told in Hebrew 4:15 that the second Adam was tempted like are we, but he was victorious. 

" — but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin." 

Also in Hebrews 2:18 we are told— 

"For since He Himself was tempted in that which He has suffered, He is able to come to the aid of those 
who are tempted. " 

The man Christ Jesus, Son of God, the second Adam, given the Spirit without measure resisted the cunning 
temptations of Satan with the Word of God. He was victorious! How much different the world would have been 
had our first ancestor, Adam the I s had done likewise? 

"Yes, yes," I hear you say, "but the Bible says that Christ WAS baptized in water - what about that?" 

You are correct. He was baptized, in water, by John the Baptist. Let's look at this event. John the Baptist speaks 
the opening lines here — 

"As for me, I baptize you with water for repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, and I 
am not fit to remove His sandals; He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. "His winnowing fork is in 
His hand, and He will thoroughly clear His threshing floor; and He will gather His wheat into the barn, but 
He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire." 

Then Jesus arrived from Galilee at the Jordan coming to John, to be baptized by him. But John tried to 
prevent Him, saying, "I have need to be baptized by You, and do You come to me?" But Jesus answering 
said to him, "Permit it at this time; for in this way it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness." Then he 
permitted Him. After being baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens 
were opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending as a dove and lighting on Him, and behold, a voice 
out of the heavens said, "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased." 

Matthew 3:11-17 

John's purpose in baptism was to baptize with water unto repentance. The baptized first confessed their sins - 

Then Jerusalem was going out to him, and all Judea and all the district around the Jordan; and they were 
being baptized by him in the Joran River, as they confessed their sins. 

Matthew 3:5-6 

Here is the sequence, those wishing to be baptized, first confessed their sins, professing a willingness to turn from 
them and then John, or one of his disciples would baptize them. Repentance means to "turn from". These people 
were declaring their willingness to turn from their sin. 



So, why was Jesus baptized? He never, ever, sinned so He had nothing to confess or to turn from. 

For we do not have a high priest (Christ Jesus) who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who 
has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin. 

Hebrews 4:15 

Why did He get baptized? 

From the passage above, it appears that there were two reasons: 

1. Baptism unto repentance, was a commitment to righteousness. Christ, as the 2 n Adam was committed 
and compelled to live righteously. The requirement for righteousness was of all, including Jesus Christ, 

2. His baptism was used as the "stage" for the declaration of God that this was His Son and that He was 
pleased. In this way, His baptism was public identification of the man Christ with God the Father. 

a. Our baptism, today, is a public identification of us with Christ's death and resurrection. We 
affirm in it that His death was our death, His resurrection is our resurrection. 

As you see, there is nothing mystical about Christ's baptism - it is His identification with the need to live 
righteously, and God's identification of Him as His beloved Son. You can carry this on a little - there was nothing 
mystical about the baptisms that John was carrying out on the others. These, also, were "identification events." 
The baptizees were identifying with the commitment to live righteously as did Christ. There was no "salvific juice" 
running in the water transferring the Holy Spirit to the washee. 

Jesus was born of water and the Spirit. Jesus relied upon the Word of God and the power of the indwelling Spirit 
for his sinless life. You now need to consider John 3:16-17. This passage succinctly describes both the mission of 
the second Adam and what our response must be. 

"For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not 
perish, but have eternal life. "For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the 
world might be saved through Him. 

Notice, please, the "whoever!" Whoever believes in him - whoever! Can you replace the "whoever" with your 
name? Can you say (insert your name) I believe in you. You are Lord, the only one that can save me from the 
terrible curse of sin and death that is my heritage from the first Adam and the curse of death because of my own 
personal sins? 

What Christ has told you here that through faith in him alone, you can have eternal life - eternal from the time 
you believe unto time with no end - eternal. You cannot lose it even for a minute! 

Faith, or belief, is THE initial character quality of those who are born of the Holy Spirit. Even the second Adam, 
Christ Jesus, exercised saving faith. Quoting Isaiah 8:17- He said, referring to God, the Father 

Heb 2:13 -- "/ will put My trust in Him." 

The First Born 

In Hebrews 1:6, we see that Jesus Christ is the First Born. You have to understand that in this regard, He is the 
firstborn of the "race" of second Adam, the new man. You will see the term "first born" used as from the dead, or 
similarly "today I have begotten thee" used as a description of a new "ministry" such as the Mediatorial Kingship 



(Psalms 2:7) or His appointment as High Priest (Hebrew 5:1-9). The First Born or Begotten uses are inaugural 
descriptions. 

The new man is one who is born of water - as were you, me and all of us, then regenerated, born of the Spirit of 
God, born from above, upon placing faith in Christ Jesus. The new man is regenerated. But the First Born (the 
second Adam, Christ Jesus) was Generated AS the New Man. He was born of water and the Spirit, simultaneously, 
there at Bethlehem. He is the Son of God and Son of Man. 

The new man is also a son of God, joint heir with the founder of the new race of Adam 2 n , Jesus Christ the First 
Born. 

We have seen that Jesus spoke the words and did the works of God while He conducted His ministry upon the 
earth. This makes Him a Prophet of God 

We have also seen that He is King - and someday will rule upon the earth. 

Let's look now at a third office, that of High Priest. Remember, it was prophesied that the Christ would be 
Prophet, Priest, and King. 

Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let 
us holdfast our confession. 

Hebrews 4:14 

For every high priest taken from among men is appointed on behalf of men in things pertaining to God, in 
order to offer both gifts and sacrifices for sins; he can deal gently with the ignorant and misguided, since 
he himself also is beset with weakness; and because of it he is obligated to offer sacrifices for sins, as for 
the people, so also for himself. And no one takes the honor to himself, but receives it when he is called by 
God, even as Aaron was. So also Christ did not glorify Himself so as to become a high priest, but He who 
said to Him, 

"You are My Son, Today I have begotten You"; just as He says also in another passage, "You are a priest 
forever According to the order of Melchizedek." 

In the days of His flesh, He offered up both prayers and supplications with loud crying and tears to the One 
able to save Him from death, and He was heard because of His piety. Although He was a Son, He learned 
obedience from the things which He suffered. And having been made perfect, He became to all those who 
obey Him the source of eternal salvation, 

Hebrews 5:1-9 

Consider these things from the Hebrews 5 passage above - 

• High Priests are appointed from MEN 

o On behalf of men in things pertaining to God 

• The Priest, personally is beset with weakness 

o Must offer sacrifices for sins commited by self as well as the people 

• Must be called to the office 

o Cannot gain it by political chicanery 
o Cannot "glorify self" in the office 
o So it was with Christ, 

• So it was with Christ 

o Called by God to be High Priest of a New Priesthood - doing away with the Levitical Priesthood 



o Beset by human weakness as are we, but without SIN! He had to have these problems in order 

to be sensitive to the problems of His people (Heb 2:7) 
o Learned Obedience from the things He suffered 
o He was MADE perfect (the sanctifying process of the Holy Spirit - given "without measure <Jn 

3:31> working on Him) 
o Now the source of ETERNAL Salvation (note this says eternal, not temporary) for those who obey 
Him. 

■ Obedience is defined in Hebrews 3 & 4 as entering His rest through belief. This is a once 
for all action as you will see later. 

But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things to come, He entered through the greater and 
more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this creation; and not through the 
blood of goats and calves, but through His own blood, He entered the holy place once for all, having 
obtained eternal redemption. For if the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkling those 
who have been defiled sanctify for the cleansing of the flesh, how much more will the blood of Christ, who 
through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish to God, cleanse your conscience from dead 
works to serve the living God? 

Hebrews 9:11-14 

We are told in verses 9 that sacrifices do nothing to clean up our conscience, nothing! This is a big lesson to learn. 
There is NOTHING man can do to clean himself up. The sacrifices and gifts offered by the Priests were a sign until 
the time of REFORMATON would come - see Hebrews 9:10. The time of reformation came with Christ as High 
Priest of a new order. He is the "high priest of the good things to come." 

As we have looked at the "make-up" of the second Adam (the man, Christ Jesus) we see some things that are "the 
good things to come" to the new man, the regenerate man. This will be discussed in the next chapter, but keep in 
mind - all of the factors ascribed to the second Adam In this chapter apply to His "brethren." 

But notice the last line in the section above. Who cleans up our conscience? It is Christ Jesus, through the eternal 
Spirit that will cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God! This is a big issue. Only God can 
clean up man. There is nothing man can do, except believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. 

For Christ did not enter a holy place made with hands, a mere copy of the true one, but into heaven itself, 
now to appear in the presence of God for us; nor was it that He would offer Himself often, as the high 
priest enters the holy place year by year with blood that is not his own. Otherwise, He would have needed 
to suffer often since the foundation of the world; but now once at the consummation of the ages He has 
been manifested to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself. And inasmuch as it is appointed for men to 
die once and after this comes judgment, so Christ also, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, 
will appear a second time for salvation without reference to sin, to those who eagerly await Him. 

Hebrews 9:24-28 

Hebrews 9:24-28 enlightens us with the fact that our High Priest, the man Christ Jesus, is now, right now in the 
very holy place of God, in heaven itself, making intercession for those whose sins He carried away at the cross. It 
tells us that His ONE sacrifice of Himself was sufficient- HIS ONE SACRIFICE -ONE!! Based upon this you have to 
know that the Eucharist and the MASS are an abomination to God and Christ Jesus. You will see more of why in 
future chapters. 



But we do see Him who was made for a little while lower than the angels, namely, Jesus, because of the 
suffering of death crowned with glory and honor, so that by the grace of God He might taste death for 
everyone. For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things, and through whom are all things, in bringing 
many sons to glory, to perfect the author of their salvation through sufferings. 

Hebrews 2:9-10 

Notice here that He tasted death for EVERYONE . His death was THE atonement for man's sin. This does not mean 
that everyone's sin was forgiven. It means that everyone's sins were "covered" and that the way was open for all 
to come, to place their faith in the Lord Jesus and be saved. Their sin would not block their way. 

It goes on to day, though, that He is bringing Many to glory, not all, but Many. It is obvious that not all come to 
Him because His sacrifice appears to be rejected by some. This, too, we will talk about some more. 

Let's examine a couple more "First Born" issues that apply here. 

For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, in whom we 
have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by 
Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions 
or rulers or authorities— all things have been created through Him and for Him. He is before all things, and in Him 
all things hold together. He is also head of the body, the church; and He is the beginning, the firstborn from the 
dead, so that He Himself will come to have first place in everything. For it was the Father's good pleasure for all the 
fullness to dwell in Him, and through Him to reconcile all things to Himself, having made peace through the blood 
of His cross; through Him, I say, whether things on earth or things in heaven. And although you were formerly 
alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds, yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through 
death, in order to present you before Him holy and blameless and beyond reproach— if indeed you continue in the 
faith firmly established and steadfast, and not moved away from the hope of the gospel that you have heard 

Colossians 1:13-23 

In the discussion of Christ Jesus priestly duties, we have seen that the purpose of His sacrifice was to bring many to 
glory - that is to rescue many "from the domain ofdarkenss thereby allowing God to transfer us to the kingdom of 
His beloved Son, in Whom, we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins." Look at the attributes of this Son - 

• The Image of the invisible God 

• The First Born of All Creation 

Firstborn is a title of pre-eminence here. Pre-eminent in that He created all THINGS. Remember John 1:1-3? It is 
related here that all things include - 

• All things in the heavens and earth, 

• Whether visible or invisible 

• Whether thrones or dominions 

• Rulers or authorities 

He was before all things and in Him all things hold together. Obviously, we are talking about Christ Jesus, the Son 
of God AND Christ Jesus the Son of man. Both natures are discussed in this passage. 

He is also head of the body, the church; and He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that He 
Himself will come to have first place in everything 



Firstborn from the dead! Christ Jesus, as man, died for our sins, but death was unable to hold Him and He rose 
from the dead - the firstborn from the dead. Those whom He is leading to glory will also arise from the dead in 
the great resurrection! Will you be one of those? Will you join our Firstborn in glory? 

Notice also that He, today, is actively the head of His Church? He, the ROCK, still rules His church? This issue will 
be examined, also in a future chapter. 

Christ Jesus, our Prince, became a pauper by impoverishing Himself of His godly glory and life itself, conquered sin 
and death, rising again to reclaim His glory, rose from the grave and was given a name above all names by God the 
Father. Christ Jesus the firstborn - do you know Him? 

And although you were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds, yet He has now 
reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in order to present you before Him holy and blameless 
and beyond reproach— if indeed you continue in the faith firmly established and steadfast, and not 
moved away from the hope of the gospel that you have heard 

If, indeed, you continue in the faith? 

Consider again these words - 

"For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not 

perish, but have eternal life. 

John 3:16 
If you will but believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son (the firstborn of creation) then you shall have 
eternal life. Again that is eternal - not just between sins - but eternal. As you will see in the next chapter, God, 
Himself, will clean you up. 

If you have never declared your belief in the Lord Jesus, you can do so right now. Tell God that you want his help. 
Tell Him that you need His help in believing, in understanding. Tell Him that you know that you are a sinner, and 
that you want to escape the dominion of death. You want Christ to be leading to to Glory. Tell God that you want 
to believe in Christ - to trust Him with your eternal future. Say to God, "take away my unbelief and give me 
faith!" Help me! 



